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Let’s do better!
Bullying and discrimination has existed for years in Tasmanian schools. This will continue to
exist and escalate while there are system failures. We must do better in addressing these
issues effectively and create a safer environment for our children, our teaching staff and the
school community.  

TASSO recommends the following towards a future that supports effective, systemic and
changemaking processes to address bullying and discrimination:  

Establish a Bullying Hotline (or app): 
Purpose: Like elder abuse hotlines, this hotline would provide a confidential, accessible
channel for reporting bullying incidents, whether they occur during school hours or outside of
them. 

This hotline should offer 24/7 support, guidance on next steps, and connect callers with
appropriate resources and interventions. It should also notify the school when incidents have
been reported.  
This is already in place in some private schools within Tasmania.  

Develop a Support System for Parents of Victims: 
Purpose: Provide comprehensive support for parents navigating the challenges of bullying
and discrimination.  
 
Offer counselling and support services, guidance on how to address bullying and
discrimination effectively, and resources for advocating for change. Establish support groups
to connect parents with others in similar situations. 

Implement Support for the Bully: 
Purpose: Understand and address the root causes of the bullying behaviour.  

Develop programs to support bullies in understanding and modifying their behaviour. This
includes counselling and intervention programs that address underlying issues, such as family
dynamics, mental health, or social pressures.  

Advocating for the parents' voice that restorative practices do not work. This results in more
trauma and negative impact on the victim of the bullying, and at times enables the bully to
continue.  







Sources:

Student Behaviour Management
Policyhttps://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/library/Document%20Cen
tre/Student-Behaviour-Management-Policy.pdf

Passenger Conduct Code for School Bus Services
https://www.transport.tas.gov.au/public_transport/student_travel/passenger_code_of
_conduct_for_school_bus_services

The Examiner
 https://www.examiner.com.au/story/8697282/how-is-bullying-and-violence-
handled-in-tasmanias-public-schools/

DECYP website in the Wellbeing, Student Behaviour section: Keeping
children safe against discrimination, bullying and harassment 
https://www.decyp.tas.gov.au/wellbeing/positive-behaviour/staying-safe/
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