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TASSO is the recognised peak state body and a not-
for-profit community organisation representing
Tasmanian state schools and colleges. We also
provide guidance and support to parents, students,
communities and School Associations.



Hello and welcome to a new year of school. A year that is unfamiliar territory, a
year that we will need to be adaptable, co-operate and work together to see our
students receive the education they deserve.

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge and thank the team at DOE, that have been
committed and working tirelessly behind the scenes during the school break.
Trying to work on and deliver plans in keeping our children safe whilst still
being able to learn through education.
 
Also, my fellow board members and staff at TASSO, for the dedication and time
committed to trying to seek information, clarity and make suggestions to
ensure that our school families and staff who we represent remain safe.

Recently our Minister of education, Sarah Courtney resigned from her position.
We would like to thank Sarah and wish her all the best in her future endeavours
and respect her for the decision she has made. 

Looking forward, most schools should be holding their AGM’s soon (sorry to
bring that up). Hopefully, discussions and planning have taken place but if not,
Chairperson’s please have a conversation with your principal soon. If you have
any concerns regarding AGM’s please contact our office and we can offer
support and advice.

I can say to anyone who is considering nominating for a school association
position, go for it. It is rewarding to sit back and see the achievements and
benefits that school associations bring to a school, knowing you were a part of
it.
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School associations will need to be adaptable going forward also. To remain
safe, you might like to think about moving a meeting outside or providing an
online option. If not an adequate space at your school to hold meetings,
potentially look at off-site venues, such as a hall, sports club, neighbourhood
house, park or tavern.

In terms of fundraising, possibly investigate options that have low
interaction and not requiring people on site. If wanting to hold a larger event,
hold off until later in the year but understand that it could be cancelled due
to the uncertain times. We would love to hear and share any changes that
your school association has made or fundraising ideas, that may also benefit
others. 

Keep positive,
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Natham Reynolds.

LIFE'S BIG
QUESTIONS

true.org.au has a wonderful resource

for parents to help you answer tricky

questions kids are so good at asking.

The are paid online classes for

teachers/parents, but also heaps of

free resources - check it out
How do you go answering

those??



President

A new code of conduct has been published for the year
2022. It contains the requirements for all students to
follow when travelling to and from school. It is important
for all students to agree to this and act accordingly.

 Read here

https://bit.ly/3uBezjF
https://bit.ly/3BpakJ9
https://bit.ly/3BpakJ9


Applications Open for Youth
Advisory Council

 
For the first time, eSafety is looking for 20 young Australians to
join a new Youth Advisory Council – an opportunity to represent
young people and create a safer online world for our future.

Last year on December 15, the Prime Minister, the Hon Scott
Morrison MP, announced that Australia would establish an Online
Safety Youth Advisory Council. The Council will comprise up to 20
young Australians, aged 13 to 24. It will give young people a direct
voice to government on the challenges and solutions to online
safety issues that impact them.

Not only will young people get a direct voice to government, they
will also help design programs and content so people their age
can stay safe and happy when they’re online.
 
eSafety is thrilled to start this journey which will allow us to
genuinely engage with and hear the voices of young people.
For more information about the Council and registration process
visit esafety.gov.au.
 
Thanks again for your support, and we hope you can share this
exciting opportunity with your children, family and friends.

The eSafety Commissioner
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More Info Apply

https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people/apply-now-online-safety-youth-advisory-council
https://esafety.smartygrants.com.au/OSYAC2022
https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people/apply-now-online-safety-youth-advisory-council
https://esafety.smartygrants.com.au/OSYAC2022
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At back to school time, there’s an unusual spike in asthma
symptoms and hospitalisations in school aged kids. With
Omicron and vaccine rollouts being a major focus, it’s
important to keep kids safe when it comes to their asthma by
having an up-to-date written Asthma Action Plan, School Care
Plan, spacer and reliever puffer ready for school. 

We believe in giving kids the tools to shield themselves and
overcome their asthma villains to become the Lung Legend we
know they can be. We are excited to share our new ASTHMA
ADVENTURE GAME . This game lets kids set their very own
asthma goal for school and work towards achieving it, whilst
having fun along the way!

Achieving Asthma Goals at School

Download, print and play!

"Of all the people we surveyed that were looking for COVID information online, only 62%
found Answers.

27.5% Specifically asked for more information."



2022 Commonwealth Bank Teaching Awards – Applications Open 7 February

2022

Let’s celebrate the teachers who help students thrive. 

Schools Plus is seeking nominations and applications for the Commonwealth

Bank Teaching Awards. 

Each year, twelve outstanding teachers or school leaders are chosen for a

prestigious Teaching Fellowship valued at $45,000 including funds for

professional development, a strategic school project and a unique 12-month

professional learning program. 

For the 2022 Teaching Awards, there will also be a new category for teachers

in their first 5 years in the profession. Up to 10 Early Career Teachers will

receive $10,000 for professional development and an exclusive leadership

and mentoring program.  

From experienced educators to new teachers making a real difference in the

lives of our children, we want to hear their stories.

Nominate or apply by 27 March 2022. Visit www.teachingawards.com.au

http://www.teachingawards.com.au/
http://www.teachingawards.com.au/


W H A T  W E

L E A R N T

r e c e n t  s u r v e y s
TASSO have hit the ground running in
2022 and we haven't done it on our own.
We have to thank all of you in community,
all 738 of you,  who have contributed to,
what may seem like 'another TASSO
survey.' 

There is of course reason behind it all and
with a large proportion of the community
concerned about the start of the new
school year we thought it would help to
get your perspective. 

It all starts with how many of you feel safe 
 about sending your kids to school and its
tight.

54% of people uneasy about the return.
55% of all children returning to school will
be vaccinated 21% will not. The rest are
made up of 'some are, some aren't'
families and 'rather not say'

Something the TASSO crew noticed
considerably was just how many people
were having difficulty finding credible
information online. Of the 738 people
surveyed only 62% found the answers 
  

to their questions. Of the 62% that found
answers, just 44% found them directly
from a government source. Unfortunately
as many as 34% got their information
from social media. 
Whilst there is a chance some of it may be
correct, would you back you and your
family's health on it? 

No matter how you look at it, by those
figures alone, you'd have to say the
government or other professional sources
have to consider how they get the
information out there - 97.5% of you
agree.

Whilst numbers are great, some of the
most meaningful information gathered
came in the open comment sections of
the survey. 

248 of you spoke up with your own cares
and concerns and opened our minds.
Parents made up 80% of the comments
and staff (some of whom are also parents)
made 25%.
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W i t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  n e e d i n g  t o
i s o l a t e  a t  h o m e
r e a s o n a b l y  h i g h ,  i t ' s  l i k e l y  t h a t
y o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d o
t h e i r  s c h o o l i n g  o n l i n e  a t  s o m e
p o i n t .  T h i s  i s  b a c k e d  u p  b y  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  s t a t  -  7 4 %  o f  y o u
w o u l d  l i k e  f u l l  f e a t u r e  o n l i n e
l e a r n i n g  a s  a n  o p t i o n
a n y t i m e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  o n l i n e
l e a r n i n g  w i l l  o n l y  b e  a v a i l a b l e
w h e n  i s o l a t i n g  a n d  f o r  a
m a x i m u m  d u r a t i o n  o f  t w o
w e e k s .

W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  w h e r e  y o u
a c c e s s  a n d  w h e r e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  a c c e s s  y o u r  C O V I D  r e l a t e d
s c h o o l  n e w s  i t s  a  b r o a d
s p e c t r u m  w i t h  o u r  b u s y  l i v e s
a n d  t h e  s h e e r  n u m b e r  o f  m e d i a
s o u r c e s  d o e s n ' t  h e l p  -  a t  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  t h e
o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  7 8 %
w a n t  t o  g e t  i t  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l .  

T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  d u e  t o  t h e
f r u s t r a t i n g  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r u l e s  f r o m
s c h o o l  t o  s c h o o l ,  e v e n  b e t w e e n
p r i m a r y  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l s
s h a r i n g  t h e  s a m e  n a m e .  

 

O n e  o f  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  I ' m
r e f e r r i n g  t o  w a s  w h e t h e r  o r
n o t  p a r e n t s / c o m m u n i t y
m e m b e r s / v o l u n t e e r s  e t c .
s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  o n  s i t e  o r
t o  a c c o m p a n y  s t u d e n t s  o n
e x c u r s i o n s .  T h e  n u m b e r s
h e r e  s h o c k e d  u s  a  l i t t l e  -  a
w h o p p i n g  8 6 %  o f
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  o k  w i t h
t h i s .

 
It's important to recognise just how much

the COVID landscape has changed even
since the publication of this survey. Figures

were accurate at the time the time of
publication.



SCOTTSDALE
CELEBRATIONS
PUT ON HOLD

Due to COVIDS' effect on the area it

has been recommended by the School

Association Committee organising the

event, that the celebration be held off

Looks like it may be November...

Dept of Education
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COVID FAQ
We hope some of you have navigated your way through the Education
Department's website to the COVID FAQ document. They have spent some
time now addressing questions fielded both directly to them and those
that you've asked us and compiled the answers.

While the document is pretty comprehensive already, it is being added to
constantly and existing answers are being changed all the time ,so please
make sure you check back regularly. 

https://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/FAQ-for-Parents-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf




Nominations are now open for the Tasmanian Volunteering Awards 2022. With 297,000   
 Tasmanians volunteering every year, everyone knows someone making a difference. Whom
will you nominate?  #NVW2022 #TasVolunteerAwards #VolunteeringTasmania 

The Tasmanian Volunteering Awards 2022 are now open for nominations! After another
challenging year for many people, there is no better time to thank, recognise, and
acknowledge the incredible efforts of volunteers. Their contributions keep Tasmanian
communities supported and connected. #NVW2022 #TasVolunteerAwards
#VolunteeringTasmania

Whom will you nominate in this year’s #TasVolunteerAwards? Winners will be announced
during National Volunteer Week at a special event. #NVW2022 #VolunteeringTasmania

There are ten award categories in this year’s Tasmanian Volunteering Awards. Do you know
someone volunteering their time? Show your appreciation by nominating them today.
Nominations close 14 March. #NVW2022 #TasVolunteerAwards #VolunteeringTasmania

https://www.volunteeringtas.org.au/2022-tasmanian-volunteer-awards/

ANYTHING TO
SHARE?
We're always keen to helps schools get their info
whether it be an event, sport fundraising...whatever!
email: comms@tasso.org.au  

https://www.volunteeringtas.org.au/2022-tasmanian-volunteer-awards/
mailto:comms@tasso.org.au


Know Your
Entitlements

 

https://www.concessions.tas.gov.au/concessions/transport

http://www.tasso.org.au/
http://www.concessions.tas.gov.au/concessions/transport

